
 

 Changing Lives 
MHMR recognizes former Congressman Solomon Ortiz  
Thursday, June 23rd, the Board of Trustees recognized Congressman Solomon Ortiz for his many 
years of service to the Center and to the people of Nueces County.  Former Texas State 
Representative Solomon Ortiz, Jr. joined the festivities.  Four individuals who receive services from 
the Center personally thanked Congressman Ortiz for his support.  He acknowledged the thanks and 
good wishes, complimenting staff for the services provided by the Center.  
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2011 

Board 
members and 
guests with 
Congressman 
Ortiz and son, 
Solomon 
Ortiz, Jr. after 
award 
presentation. 

Solomon Ortiz, Jr., Ramsey, Congressman Ortiz and Stephen.      Ms. Garza presents Congressman Ortiz 
                                                                        with award.  



 

Mayorôs Council on Aging ï Corpus Christiôs Greatest Generation 
Inspired by Tom Brokawôs novel, The Greatest Generation, The Mayorôs Council on Aging has 
instituted a special award to recognize residents, age 65 and older, who have made a significant 
difference in the lives of those they have touched.  Our own Board Chair, Mrs. Vicki Garza was 
selected for the award during a ceremony held at the Corpus Christi Country Club!  She was one of 
six nominees, all with very poignant stories and experiences.  Mrs. Garza had her own ñcheering 
sectionò made up of family and friends.  Our Board and our Center are very proud of Mrs. Garza for 
her many accomplishments. 

    
   Mrs. Garza, her son Ernest & wife Iliana; Jeaneen McMaster; her grandson Carlos, and her daughter, Julie. 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Staff continued to work on 
decreasing accidents and injuries in 
June, July and August by their 
safety conscience actions.  Abel 
Garcia was one of many staff 

recognized at the July Quality Council meeting pictured here with  
Beth Schlueter.  Other recipients of Safety Sam Award include N. 
Martinez, M. Havlik, J. Garcia, Dr. C. Smith, M. Martinez, M. 
Lopez, Dr. K. Lamb, H. Rios, A. Aguilar, D. Creek, M. Smith, T. 
Davis, D. Davila, V. Hernandez, B. Lozano, D. Lopez, J. Ramiro, 
A. Serrano, M J Garza, G. Acuna, and F. Olivarez.  KEEP UP THE 
GOOD WORK!

 



 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  
 
MHMR of Nueces County maintains involvement in the community by participating in 
as many activities as possible.  Here are a few ï 

        
 
Karen Gonzalez, Child Find Coordinator for the Early Childhood Development Program, coordinated a 
fundraiser with the Corpus Christi Hooks team.  During the game against the Midland Rockhounds, 
Karen was interviewed about ECI services.  Staff was given space at a local Farmerôs Market to sell 

tickets with Rusty Hook, the teamôs mascot.  A big THANK YOU to all who purchased tickets.    

 
 

                       
      

     
The following staff helped sell tickets at the Farmerôs Market:  Cheryl Bost, Joshua Morin, Hector 
Rios, Daisy Garcia and Karen Gonzalez. 

Hooks Fundraiser 



 

Blood Drive  
The Center hosted a blood drive on June 8th and all donors were eligible to win a VIP package for two 
to Willie Nelsonôs Country Throw Down or two tickets to Spazmaticôs concert, two tickets to a Sing A 
Long pianoôs concert, a $250 gift card to Academy Sports & Outdoors, a body benefit package 
courtesy of Anthonyôs Aveda Concept & Salon and a special incentive from Cavenderôs Boot City.  We 
reached our goal of having 17 people donate blood ï thanks to all those individuals and thanks to 
everyone at the Center for your interest and for caring to contribute to t he healthcare of our 
community. 

      
   

 
 

Fans for Friends Drive  submitted by Dr. T. Villegas 

 
The staff supported the local community project--- Fans for Friends Drive, by making donations.   
 

THANK YOU  for making a difference this summer in someoneôs life! 

 

                             
 

            
 
 



 

SOLOMON ORTIZ JRôS SHRIMP BOIL 
Solomon Ortiz graciously invited staff and consumers to attend his annual birthday celebration shrimp 
boil in July.  Staff and consumers had a great time!  
    

                
 R. Rodriguez, Ortiz, Sr., S. DeLeon and ñSolyò       A. Christensen, R. Rodriguez and S. DeLeon    

 
 
 
NUECES COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY HEALTH FAIR  
Staff attended this health fair at the American Bank Center.  
Thanks, staff, for representing the Center and educating the 
public about available services. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COASTAL BEND BLOOD CENTER ñOUT FOR BLOODò 5K RUN & 2 MILE WALK 
Staff formed a team to show the Centerôs community spirit by participating in this early morning 
weekend activity.  Adreana Rios, Case Manager, placed in the race.  Way to go team!  
 

  
Future activities Center will participate in include the Walk ïn- Roll Celebration Walk at Shoreline Water Park on Saturday, 
October 15th and for the fourth year, MHMR will be represented in the annual American Heart Walk, Saturday October 

29th at Whataburger Field.  Come join us in the spirit of community and of good health.    



 

CENTER HAPPENINGS  
 
NEW EMPLOYEES 
Tammie Smith, Guadalupe Quilimaco, Alfredo Gomez, Lisa Molina, Melissa Soto, Danny Flores, Chad 
Terrill, Heather Trevino, Jennifer Spears, Reynaldo Tamez, Kevin Speaker, Linda Lopez, Cheryl 
Leleniewski, Emily Pollok, Susan LaGrone, Debbie Fuentes.  Welcome to MHMR!  
 

 

 
 
PROMOTIONS   

     
Intellectual Developmental Disabilities Services   
Angela Leach is the new Service Director, replacing Hector Benavidez who retired in July.   
Gina Pena is the new Authority Director, Crystal Cartwright is the new IDD Waiver Services Program 
Director and Irene Martinez is the CLOIP Program Supervisor.  Maurice Smith is new Project Manager 
at CCAD.  Congratulations! 
 

Mental Health Services 
Susan LaGrone, LPC, is the new Clinical Director for Turning Point 
 

         

 
 
RETIREMENT     

 
Hector Benavidez, Service Director, retired in July after 22 years w ith the 
Center.  A luncheon was given in his honor where he was presented with an 
engraved NFL team travel mug and a money clip.  Hector hopes to do a lot of 
fishing and indulge in other ñhobbiesò in his retirement .  We wish him all the 
best! 



 

 
GRADUATIONS           
Judith Ramiro graduated with a Masters in Counseling and Guidance on August 5, 2011 from Texas A&M University-
Kingsville.  Judith works with Youth Services in the Robstown Office.     

 
 
 

 
Stephanie Fuentes, pictured at left with her father,  received her Masterôs in Counseling in May from Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi.  She is extremely grateful for the support of her family, friends, colleagues 
and all the amazing opportunities at the Center.  Stephanie works in Youth Services and her future plans 
include working towards her LPC-I.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
IN HOME & FAMILY SUPPORT 
Nesrin Omar worked with IHFS Coordinator Priscilla Arevalo to get funding for a beach access 
wheelchair for consumer Lance McCreless.  The chair comes with large inflatable tires which wonôt bog 
down in the sand and has an umbrella to provide shade.  The wheelchair will allow Lance beach access 
to enjoy fun in the sun with this family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BUILDING DEDICATION ï Michael P. Crutchfield  
 
Those of us who have been with the Center for more than 10  years can remember Mr. Mike Crutchfield who at that 
time was the Centerôs Operations Director.  He was a tall, polite and animated individual.  Mr. Crutchfield was a retired 
Lt. Col. in the Army and had a Masterôs Degree in Computer Data Management.  He was also a very loyal Dallas 
Cowboy fan.  He was well known throughout the Center for his  quaint saying of ñno good deed goes unpunished ñand 
his white button down shirts.   MHMR honored Mr. Crutchfieldôs years of unfaltering service by renaming the former 
Girl Scout Building which houses the Intellectual Developmental Disabilities waiver programs in his memory.  The 

dedication ceremony took place August 31, 2011 and was very well attended.  Mrs. Crutchfield and other family members were also 
present along with the Veteransô Band which provided a patriotic musical background.  Staff shared fond and funny memories of Mr. 
Crutchfield who was very dear to our hearts.   (See pictures on following page) 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

                
                           The Veteranôs Band led by Ram Chavez                                Mrs. Crutchfield and family members 
 

 
                                                     Diane presenting commemorative plaque to Mrs. Crutchfield 
 

                   
                                                    Harvey Salinas, Ms. Vicki Garza, Crutchfield family and Diane 
 
 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ribbon 
cutting 
ceremony 
outside MPC 
Building. 
Picture at 
left is tree 
planted in 
front of 
building in 
MPCôs 
memory 
with plaque 
at base of 
the tree.  



 

 

YOUTH SERVICES SUMMER CAMP  
 
Youth Services completed another successful summer camp.  The eight week camp began 
June 15th and ended August 5th.   Approximately 80 children att ended the camp, which 
included arts and craft activities, skill building games, and daily outings. Field trips included 
outings to the Texas State Aquarium, bowling, movies, golfing and swimming.  
 

 

                        
 
 

 
                               

CLOIP NEWS  
Over 148 residents and staff from the Corpus Christi State Supported Living Center attended the 2nd Annual Expo sponsored by the 
Centerôs Community Living Options Program.  This yearôs theme focused on Community Safety and Emergency Awareness which 
included information on making informed choices regarding community living options.  Participating agencies included City Fire 
Department, LEPC, American Red Cross, City Police Department including McGruff, the Canine Bomb Unit and Regional Transportation 
Authority.  Kudos to Irene Martinez, Gilbert Gallardo and Stefanie Gonzalez for their work in coordinating this event.  

 
 

   
 
 
 

Birthday Celebrations 
 

OCTOBER         NOVEMBER      DECEMBER 
 

Arevalo, Priscilla  10/14  Adair, Glenda   11/2  Anderson, Tpheris  12/7 
Arredondo-Fox, Anni 10/11  Calderon, Monica 11/30  Cantu, Jenny  12/17 
Cardenas, Patricia 10/6  Esquibel, Vanessa 11/11  Evans, Steve  12/25 
Chargois, Naomi  10/12  Evans, Sarah  11/7  Garza, Ralph  12/29 
Dulin, Rebecca  10/24  Favela, Graciela  11/23  Gonzales, Heather 12/15 
Duran, Baldo  10/12  Fuentes, Stephanie 11/28  Hendrix, Mark  12/17 
Gallardo, Gilberto 10/28  �*�D�O�Y�D�Q�����'�·�$�Q�Q  11/5  Hernandez, Valerie 12/10 
Hottell, Shawn  10/3  Guajardo, Gerardo 11/5  Hoey, Maylene  12/24 
Kent-Rodriguez, Crystal  10/29  Gustafson, Vic  11/21  Obregon, Margo  12/30 
Leach, Angela  10/11  Hinojosa, Minnie  11/12  Ortiz, Bianca  12/6 
Martin, Bruce  10/29  Ikonomopoulos, James 11/22  Pena, Gina  12/21 
Molina, Martin  10/14  James, Rader  11/28  Portillo, Erika  12/2 
Nevarez, Rocio  10/24  Knippa-McCoy, Holly 11/11  Quilimaco, Guadalupe 12/7 
Perez, Victoria  10/5  Leal, Ruby  11/21  Rodriguez, Veronica 12/18 
Rodriguez, Victoria 10/3  Martinez, Irene  11/5  Salinas, Tammye  12/14 
Sale, Robert  10/10  Montemayor, Sophia  11/11  Sherman, Wanda 12/22 
Shissler, Wendy  10/17  Norman, Gerri  11/3  Wilson, Nora  12/7 
Simmons, Sheila  10/13  Ramirez, Rosie  11/8  Zivotofski, Stefanie 12/14 
Slusher, Mary  10/10  Rodriguez, Lisa  11/9 
Smith, Janie  10/30  Trevino, Ignacio  11/24 
Soto, Melissa  10/20  Urtado, Margaret 11/4 
Torres, Maricela  10/16  Ybarrra, Ysidoro  11/18 
Young, Rashelle  10/17  Zapata, Priscilla  11/13 

 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

 

 


